JOHN   RUSKIN
Modern Painters

JOHN RUSKIN (1819-1900) was born in London and educated
privately before going to Oxford. A man of great energy, he
was interested chiefly in artistic and social subjects, two in-
terests which he maintained were closely united. He lectured,
wrote, and worked upon those two themes, often with little
success, for in many ways he was far in advance of his times.
His opinions on art were extensively expressed in five large
volumes, Modern Painters (1843-60). Other books of a similar
nature were The Seven Lamps of Architecture (1849) and The
Stones of Venice (1851-53). His social work was reflected in
The Two Paths (1859) and Unto This Last (1860),

Ruskin is one of the masters of English prose. He clothes
his ideas in language of great beauty and splendour, rich in
allusion and melodious in sound. The following extract from
Modern Painters illustrates these qualities.
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